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Florida =ed-bellied Turtle
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The Florida Red-bellied Turtle is thewith two teeth-like cusps on its upp
most commonly seen turtle from théeak. The Cooter’s beak is straig
boardwalk. It is found throughout pep-across.
insular Florida in fresh water lakes, Male Red-bellied Turtles can be d - \
ponds, streams, marshes, and swampisiguished by the claws and tails. Male$y,c cooter at the left has mu|ip|e stripes on
Mainly herbivorous, it is active yeaf-have long claws and long, stout tailgs head; the Red-bellied at the right has a

two can often be found basking on logand touching her with his nose. Then e -
together. The Red-bellied Turtle can beapidly strokes the sides of her face it o, g ;
distinguished in several ways. his long foreclaws. Following this, hes T o

. . . . . The top two and the bottom one are Red-
The Red-bellied’s plastron is dis-may nip her neck. If she accepts him, h&ujiies: second from the bottom is a Cooter.

since boardwalk observers rarely seewith his foreclaws, and mates. way back; the high point on the Cooter is

turtle’s belly, other clues must be used. Three to six separate clutches | ofn!¥ one-third the way back. The Red-belly's
hell is more domed while the Cooter’s is

tter and more elongated.

) - . . : .| beak, appearing almost tooth-like. The
tween the two. The Red-bellied shellli®ryo is actually aided if the water ris %ooter‘spr:eak isitraight.

evenly domed with the highest point irand eggs are submerged for only a short

bellied’s beak is noticeably notchedweeks.

GLOSSARY =
carapace: top of the shell beak: mouth The male Red-bellied Turtle has very long
plastron: bottom of the shell, or belly scute: segment on the top of the shell | front claws which are used during courtship.




