qreen § Brown Awnoles

We may take them for granted because we’re so
to them, but visitors are frequently curious and fascings
by our two most common small lizards.

qgreen Anole
Awnolis carolinensis

APPEARANCE

I max. length to 8
%l inches; solid
'] color; female—
o | light stripe down
1. 5| back(left); male—
%1 no stripe

DEWLAP
creamy white in Southwest Florid
but pink elsewhere

COLORATION
bright green to light brown, even
colors; green on vegetation or ligh
background; brown on bark or dar
background; tend to stay greeg

when temperatures over 70°; in

cold weather tend to stay brown

LIFESPAN
2-3 years

HABITAT
native to North America and Wes
Indies; in West Indies, coexists wit
Brown Anole by staying in cano-
pies of forests; cold tolerant and
found to southern Tennessee

BREEDING

mate late spring to early summet;

h;

several clutches with 2 eggs eac
eggs laid in decaying vegetation
higherin trees;60-90 days to hatcl

ESCAPE
usually flees by runningp
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Brown Awnole
Awnolis sagrei sagrei

APPEARANCE
max. length to 8.5
inches;female—dia-
mond pattern with
stripe on backKright);
male— spots/patternJ@is
but no diamond-like i %
shapes e

DEWLAP
bright orange with yellow border

COLORATION
brown to very dark brown; varied
colors; large males become reall
dark during territorial displays but
quickly fade to dull brown when

approached by anything other than

another male brown anole

LIFESPAN
about 3 years

HABITAT
native to West Indies; in West
Indies, coexists with Green Anolg
by living on ground or within a few
feet of ground; not cold tolerant an
found only in peninsular Florida

BREEDING

mate late spring to early summer;

several clutches with 2 eggs eac
eggs laid in decaying vegetation
ground;60-90 days to hatch

ESCAPE
usually flees by runnindown

DIET
mostly insects but
other small inverte-
brates; also will pre
upon young Brown
Anoles

A Green Anole dines on a
honey bee.

DIET
mostly insects but
other small inverte-
brates; also will prey
upon young Green
Anoles

4 ,
Awnole Factolds
 Anoles belong to the genésolis,
the same family as iguanas. EVen
though they can rapidly change
color, anoles ar@ot in the sam
family as chameleons, which
native to Africa and Madagascar.

» Three pronunciations are comm
and acceptableth-no’-lee, an’-ole
or uh-nole’.

* Anoles have long toes with claws and
adhesive toepads, enabling them
to climb up almost any surface.

* Both male and female anoles ha
dewlaps, but the male’s is larg
Dewlaps are used for threats, col
ship, and defending territory. Doir
“push-ups” is another threat displa

» Mature male anoles may display
crest, called evach,that runs dowr
their backs and is used to impre
other males when competing for t

ritory or for femalegbelow).
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» Anoles shed skin in pieces, lil
people peeling after a sunbul
rather than all at once like snak
Anoles recycle (eat) the flake
a good source of minerals.

» There are over 200 species of ang
found in North and Centrgl
America; 11 are found in Florida b
only two are regularly found i
Corkscrew (so far).

h:* Anoles do not change color for ca

ouflage but because of tempe

ture or as a form of communicatio
for Green Anolegjreen is keen an
brown is down- when two male
fight, the winner turns bright
green while the loser turns brown

Green and Brown Anoles are rot

natural enemies; until the 1970

Greens were the only anoles

Southwest Florida and expanded

ground habitats; with the introdu

tion of Browns, they are returnir
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to their natural canopy habitat y




