The red belly

The Red-bellied Woodpecker is t
most common woodpecker in the So
east and is found in most of the east
United States except for northern N¢
England. Amedium to large-sized woqg
pecker, it lives in a variety of dry @
damp forests as well as in suburban
eas where it is a familiar sight at bi
feeders and in backyards.

Thered-belliedcomes from a ligh
red wash on the bellgbove far leftal-
though it is usually hard to see. T
namered-headedvas already taken.

Adult males and females are eg
to distinguish.The male’s crown an
nape of the neck are red while the bre
and face are a dull graghbove far right.
The female is similar but has red or
on the nape and above the bill; her cro
is gray,above second from righBoth
are about nine inches in length, hav
wingspread around 17 inches, and h
bands of black and white on their bac
which are referred to as a “ladder bac
Immature birds have little or no red ¢
their heads and their crown has a broy
ish tint, above second from left.

Their calls are distinctive. There
a loud, often repeatechurrrrr and a
loud chuck-chuck-chuckiescending in
pitch. The calls are usually short in
ration as opposed to the long conti
ous calls of Pileated Woodpeckers.

Red-bellied Woodpeckers glean i
sects from bark, probe and excavate i
dead wood, scale bark, hawk for flyi
insects, and hang upside down for
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gies, which at Corkscrew includes figstual tapping at a potential nesting cav-
Felderberries, and even Wax Myrtle. Raity. One bird enters while the other stays
enorite natural foods are insects, espeutside, and they take turns tapping to
pwially beetles, grasshoppers, and antsach other.
dseeds; fruit; and sap; and they will ac- The cavity is lined with wood chips
rcasionally eat lizards, treefrogs, smaknd is about a foot deep. New cavities
diish, nestlings, birds, and eggs. In thare built each year, but pairs frequently
rdvinter when insects are harder to findise the same trees in successive years.
the Red-bellied Woodpecker’s diet idavored trees may have three or four
mostly seeds, and it can often be founchvities lined down the trunk.
at bird feeders where it is fond of sun-  The female lays from two to six eggs
hélower seed and of peanuts. on the wood chips in the bottom of the
Drumming in early spring signalscavity. Both male and female incubate
sthat the male Red-bellied Woodpeckethe eggs for about 12 days with the male
dis claiming territory and hopes to courtncubating at night. Eggs hatch in about
astmate for a season of nesting and raifiiree weeks and both parents care for
ing young. Similar to other woodpeckthe young. Chicks fledge in about a
lyrs, drumming is the primary source fomonth but will stay with their parents
watttracting and communicating with po-until the fall.
tential mates and later for defining and
edefending a territory. The drummindcppl -facts
aveay be done on hollow limbs, gutters,
kdiouse siding, utility poles, or any other The male Red-bellied Woodpecker has
kS8urface that resonates loudly. a longer bill and a longer, wider tongue
on  Displays include crest raising, wing tip than the female. These adaptations
viand tail spreading, bowing, and V- may allow the male to reach deeper
shaped flight. The actual courtship |is into furrows to extract prey and may
ssimple: Red-bellied Woodpeckers tap allow the sexes to divide up the re-
their bills together. They are monoga- sources in one area.
mous throughout the nesting season and
usome may form pair bonds that last over Red-bellied Woodpeckers compete
wseveral seasons. vigorously for nest hole sites, but they
The nest cavity is built by both the are often evicted from completed nest
male and female in a dead or dying tree cavities by European Starlings. Where
tr in a dead limb, and it takes abqut starlings are common, half of all Red-
gseven to ten days to finish. An unusual bellied Woodpecker nesting cavities
ebehavior during nest excavation is mu- may be taken over by starlings.




